If you are interested in gathering more information on
xeriscaping and water-wise gardening, check out some of
the resources listed below. Remember to look for
references that specifically consider landscaping in a
climate similar to the one that you’re living in.
Techniques used in California or Arizona may not be
applicable in Alberta!
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XERISCAPE

FURTHER READING:
Williams, Sara. Creating the Prairie Xeriscape

(“xeros” meaning dry and “scape” as in landscape)
Benefits of Xeriscaping

Skinner, Hugh and Sara Williams. Trees and Shrubs for the Prairies

Less Work... and more creativity!
 Environmentally Friendly - conserves water, requires less
fertilizer and fewer pesticides.
 Climate Change Ready - can tolerate variable weather
conditions.


Primeau, Liz. Front Yard Gardens: Growing More Than Grass
Winger, David. Xeriscape Color Guide
Toop, Ed. Perennials for the Prairies
Bennett, Jennifer. Dry-Land Gardening: A Xeriscaping Guide for Dry-Summer, Cold-Winter Climates

Plan and Design

http://eartheasy.com/grow_xeriscape.htm

Make a scale drawing of your existing landscape.
 Develop a Planting Plan (what goes where)
 Divide planting areas into “zones” with different water
requirements:
 Oasis Zone: Highest water usage, cooler, more colorful.
 Transition Zone: Plants require less water and
maintenance.
 Low Water Use Zone: Infrequent or no water required
during prolonged dry periods.

http://www.summerlandornamentalgardens.org/xeriscape/

Prepare the Soil

http://www.medicinehat.ca/City%20Government/Departments/Utilities/
Environmental%20Utilities/Water/Conservation/





Weinstein, Gayle. Xeriscape Handbook: A How-to Guide to Natural Resource-Wise Gardening
Note: All of the above books are available at the
Medicine Hat College Brooks Campus library.
ONLINE RESOURCES:
http://alclanativeplants.com

Heavy soils drain slowly and sandy soils drain too quickly,
add peat moss or compost to improve the drainage or the
water-holding ability of your soil.
 Use compost and/or mulch when planting to help maintain
moisture.
 Plant carefully and pack soil lightly to eliminate air pockets.

http://www.ehow.com/how_6109787_create-prairie-xeriscape.html
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Building a Sustainable Brooks

Use mulch to deter weeds, maintain moisture, reduce
evaporation, maintain cooler soil temperatures and prevent
erosion.
 Make the mulch layer at least 7-15cm (3-6 inches) deep. You
may have to add to it occasionally.
 Avoid non-organic mulch (gravel) in planting areas. It can get
hot and burn plants or stunt growth.
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Irrigation – Water Conservation is the Goal!

The Brooks Environmental Advisory Committee, with the help of the Brooks Junior High, has created a
xeriscaping demonstration bed. Using native plants and drought resistant plants, the flower bed was
designed and planted by Junior high Students. This bed is located just east of City Hall and is a living
example for people to see how pretty and easy xeriscaping can be. Check it out!

 Set a timer and see how long it takes your

sprinkler to get an inch of water in a
container or rain gauge. That’s how long you
need to water your lawn, just once a week, to
keep it healthy.
 Only water as much as your soil can absorb.

Native and Introduced Drought Resistant Plants for Southern Alberta

If water is pooling on the surface or running
on the sidewalk – it’s time to shut off the
sprinkler!

Many drought resistant plants, including native southern Alberta species, have leaves which are small, thick, glossy, silver-grey or
fuzzy; all characteristics which help them conserve moisture through hot, dry summers and long, cold winters.

 Water Seasonally – There are different water

requirements for each season. Plants may
need a boost in the spring, but once they’re
established, they will require much less
water.
 Water early evening or early morning to
reduce evaporation.

Vegetation








Choose regionally specific “native
plants.”
Plant trees first, followed by shrubs
and perennials, then have fun with
flower beds and borders—you can
change these every year!
Group plants together that have
similar water needs.
For South and West exposures use
drought resistant plants. This area
of your bed will usually receive
more sun.
For East and North exposures use
plants requiring more moisture.

Perennials
Alpine Aster
Blanketflower
Blue flax (below, center)
Columbine
Coneflower
Daylily
Delphinium
Hens & Chicks
Iris
Lamb’s Ears
Liatris
Peony
Primula
Sedum
Silver Mound Artemisia
Snow-in-summer

Annual Bedding
Plants
African Daisy
Cornflower
Corn Poppy
Dusty Miller
Gazania
Geranium
Ice Plant
Lavatera
Marigold
Portulaca
Salvia
Zinnia

Groundcovers

Prairie Flowers

Bearberry
Cinquefoil
Lamb’s Ears
Pussytoes
Sedum
Silver Brocade Artemesia
Snowdrop Windflower
Wooly Thyme

Black-eyed Susan
Blazing Star
Blue Vervain
Butterfly Weed (below,
right)

Canada Milk Vetch
Golden Alexander
Ox-eye daisy
Prairie Smoke
Purple Prairie Clover
Wild Bergamot
Yellow Coneflower

Prairie & Ornamental
Grasses
Big Bluestem
Blue Bunch Fescue
Blue Fescue (below, left)
Blue Grama grass
Blue Oat grass
Canada Wild Rye
Deschampsia
Green Needle grass
June grass
K Foerster Reedgrass
Prairie Dropseed
Sideoats Grama

Shrubs
Dwarf Birch
Dogwood
Early Wild Rose
Meadowsweet
Potentilla
Sagebrush
Saskatoon
Silver Buffaloberry
Snowberry

Turf Areas
Reduce your lawn size as much as
possible.
 Use water saving grass varieties
that have been developed for
growth in this region.
 Use enough top soil (15 cm, 5-6
inches) to ensure roots will grow
deep and soil will retain moisture.
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